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Pesticides and Asthma

Asthmais a chronic, potentialy fatal inflammatory disease of the respiratory system. Nearly one-
third of people with asthma are children. Asthmais the number one cause of hospitalization
among children, the nLﬁnber one chronic health condition among children, and the leading cause
of school absenteeism.

¢ Children spend and average of 6-7 hours aday, 180 days a year in school.

¢ Asthmacan be triggered by pesticides. Several types of pesticides are known to cause allergic
reactions Orﬁi rway constriction, including pyrethrins, pyrethroids, organophosphates, and
carbamates.

¢ Studiesindicate that exposure to organophosphates disrupts the part of the nervous system
that regulates the motor functioning of the lungs. This haslead remarﬁers to hypothesize
that pesticides are among the preventable causes of asthmain children:

¢ Unfortunately, pesticide use in schools is widespread. Four of the five pesticides most
commonly used in California s schools have been linked to asthma and other respiratory
problems:

Cyfluthrin: Can cause irritation of the nose, throat, and upper respiratory tract, leading manufacturer
Bayer Corp. to state, “persons with a history of asthmaﬁmphysema, or hyperreactive
airways disease may be more susceptible to exposure.

Diazinon; Acute symptoms include wheezing, coughing, and pulmonary edema (fluid in the Iungs)

Glyphosate: Can cause accumulation of ext:?ﬂwd in the lungs. Studies show that glyphosate can
persist in soils for up to ayear.

Pyrethrins: Contain allergens that cross-react with I:ifagweed and other pollens. People with asthma
can have severe reactions to pyrethrins.

AB 1006 (Chu) would ban the use of the most highly toxic pesticidesin schools, including
many pesticidesthat have been linked to asthma, such as pyrethroids, carbamates, and
or ganophosphates.

Call 888-CPR-4880 or visit jvww.calhealthyschools.or gto get involved.
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